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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 
The object of this organization shall be . 
to secure for women complete equality 
with men under the law and in all human 

relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 
[Senate Joint Resolution Number 64.] 


Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by Geratp P. North Dakota. 
Introduced in the House May 18, 1928, 


by REPRESENTATIVE FREDERICK W. MAGRADY 
Pennsylvania. 


Equal Rights 
Greetings to Our President 


NE of the things that every delegate to the Biennial National Conven- 

O tion of the National Woman's Party, which is now being held in Wash- 

ington, D. C., will always remember is that she attended the first 
National Convention that was ever held at Alva Belmont House. 

In the years to come many similar gatherings will, beyond question, be 
held under the same roof, but never again will the first convention be called 
to order in this historic place. 

The signatures of all of the delegates are to be assembled in a book 80 
that posterity may know the names of those who participated in this initial 
meeting. 

As the years go by and current episodes become a part of history the 
members of the Woman’s Party will tell their children and their children’s 
children what happened on December 6, 7, 8, and 9, 1929, in Alva Belmont 
House in Washington. 

But the convention itself may be regarded merely as a preliminary meet- 


ing called to arrange a still more important function; namely, the dedication 


of the new Headquarters. As it was not possible for Mrs. Belmont, the donor 
of the house and the President of the Woman’s Party, to be present in person 
at the time of the convention, it was decided by the National Council to post- 
pone the dedication ceremonies until sometime in 1930 when it is anticipated 


that Mrs. Belmont will be in America. 


The convention at this time will make plans for the ceremonies and will 
request the delegates to return to their constituencies prepared to seek the 
co-operation of women in every State of the Union with a view to making the 
dedication of Alva Belmont House an event of nation-wide significance. 

Mrs. Belmont through her vision, her great generosity and her devotion 
to the cause of Equal Rights, has endeared herself to her country women. 
They desire to pay tribute to her and to express their undying gratitude for 
her innumerable benefactions. This to some small extent they will find 


opportunity to do at the time of the dedication. 


| Meanwhile on behalf of the Biennial National Convention which is now 
meeting in the house that bears her name, we extend greetings to our National 
President whom we all love and honor. 


ra > het: 74 < 


tha Best ‘Teacher 


HE practical importance of Equal Rights in the work-a-day world ix 

well indicated by the constantly increasing number of self-supporting 

women who through their Spee are making known their demand 
for industrial equality. 

These women know through their own 8 that protective legislation 
based on sex acts as a serious handicap to women in earning a livelihood and 
that opportunities for gaining employment are menaced by the restrictions 
associated with welfare laws applying to women and not to their competitors. 

At the first biennial meeting of the Business Women’s Legislative Council. 
held recently in Sierra Madre, the following resolution was passed: 

“Whereas the Business Women’s Legislative Council of California main- 
tains that women in the professions, in business, and in industry should be 
free to work on the same terms as men; and 

“Whereas it is opposed to any legislation discriminatory on account of sex 
and holds that all legislation and regulations should be basedj on the nature 
of the work and not on the sex of the worker; now therefore be it 

“ResoWwed, That the purpose of this organization is and shall: be to effect 
and maintain equal opportunity under the law for men and women in the 
business, professional and industrial world; and to oppose discriminatory 
legislation against women engaged in gainful occupations.” 

Sue Brobst, president of the Council, who sent us the copy of the resolu- 
tion, writes: “Personally, I have been opposed publicly to protective legis- 
lation for women only since 1913. As I have been a hard-working business 
woman, I have not had as much time to do educational work opposing this type 
of legislation as our well-intentioned friends have had for putting it over.” 

That is precisely the plight in which many self-supporting women find 
themselves. They have not the time to protect themselves from their pro- 
tectors. More and more of these women, married and single, are en their 
way into the Woman's Party. 


Experience may be a harsh teacher, but there is none better in the fleld of 
social economics. 
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Convention Begins; Greetings Read 


S this issue of Equat Ricuts goes 
A to press, women from all over the 
country are gathering in Washing- 
ton to attend the biennial national con- 
vention of the National Woman’s Party. 


This convention is expected to be a mile- 
stone in the world-wide struggle of women 
for Equal Rights, for it has significance 
nationally, internationally, and locally. 
Problems of equalizing the laws of the 
various States are to be discussed. The 
best ways and means of bringing about 
the prompt adoption of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, guaranteeing Equal Rights 
between men and women wherever the flag 
of the United States flies, will be dis- 
cussed. 


Three important international ques- 
tions are to be discussed: The Equal 
Rights Treaty and ways of having it 
adopted by the countries of the world; 
the nationality of women, and the work 
women of the United States can do to 
press for equality in the nationality con- 
vention which the conference at The 
Hague in March is expected to adopt; 
and the adherence of the National Wom- 
an’s Party to the Open Door Interna- 
tional, formed in Berlin last June to work 
internationally for the economic inde- 
pendence of women and the full emanci- 
pation of the woman worker from the 
laws and customs which prevent her from 
having equal opportunity and equal pay 
with her male competitor. 

Women all over the world are watch- 
ing this convention for these reasons as 
well as because of the honor to be paid the 
memory of that staunch and fearless 
leader who inspired women everywhere— 
Emmeline Pankhurst of England. 


The Young Woman’s Council of the 
Woman’s Party, of which Mabel Van Dyke 
is chairman, has charge of the arrange- 
ments for the Pankhurst memorial. Marie 
Moore Forrest, distinguished pageant di- 
rector, arranged the procession. Music 
will be furnished by the Marine Band 
Orchestra. A quartet under the direction 
of Ruby Smith Stahl, of the Congrega- 
tional Church, will sing. Mrs. William 
Kent, of California, will preside at the 
meeting. Edith Houghton Hooker, of 
Maryland, editor of Equal Rieuts, will 
be the principal speaker, and Christabel 
Pankhurst will be the guest of honor. 

The meeting will open with a proces- 
sion of fifty young women, the leaders 
carrying the British militant banner of 
purple, green, and white, sent over from 
London especially for this occasion by 
Helen A. Archdale, and to be returned in 
time for the unveiling of Mrs. Pankhurst’s 
statue in London on March 6, 1930. Fol- 
lowing Mrs. Pankhurst’s banner will 
march the line of banner-bearers with the 
purple, white, and gold of the National 


Woman's Party, made famous in the suf- 
frage days in Washington. 

Among the banner-bearers will be Mabel 
van Dyke, Angelina Carabelli, Naomi Trot- 
ter, Faith Binkley, Maxine Townsend, 
Emma Shrivanek, Louise Wier, Julia 
Bland, Mary Moss Wellborn, Carmela V. 
Rhoehrer, Elsie Ross Shields, Mrs, A. M. 
Greene, Mary Macarty, Miss Farquhar, 
Marie Futer, Barbara Sinclair, Jennett 
Gover, Ellen Russell, Eileen Dent, Evelyn 
Dent, Ruth Mackay, Lela Angleberger, 
Jewell Newman, Helen Wheeler, Beryl 
Loughlin, Miriam Grouchy, Eula Russum, 
Miss Oarlson, Helen Louise Trembly, 
Mary Bean, Marion Hall, Beulah Pond, 
Minna Gill, Virginia Hefy, Georgella 
Hefty, Lois Nichols, Annabelle Day, and 
Yvonne Rapier, Sara Hobbs, Virginia 
Eaton, Bainbridge Boyle, and E. Louise 
Bast. 


N addition to the greetings from other 
lands already quoted in Equat Ricats, 
letters wishing the convention success 
have come from Cuba, Belgium, England, 
and Austria. : 

Dr. Julia Martinez and Mrs. L. S. Hous- 
ton, of Cuba, members of the Woman's 
Party's International Advisory Council, 
write their regrets at being unable to at- 
tend the convention. \ 

Wishing success to the convention, Mrs. 
Houston also takes this opportunity to 


tell of the work being done for Equal 


Rights in Cuba. She says: 

It occurs to me that it might be of 
interest to the National Woman’s Party 
to know that as a result of the Pan-Ameri- 
can Conference, held here in Havana last 
winter, such enthusiasm was evoked in 
our local circles by the personal presence 
thereat and participation therein of Mrs. 
Jane Norman Smith and Miss Doris 
Stevens that a group of our most active 
women formed what we term the ‘Alianze 
Nacional,’ or National Alliance, under the 
presidency of Mrs. Maria Montalvo de 
Soto Navarro, who, as you will realize, 
is a member from Cuba of your Inter- 
national Advisory Council. The aforesaid 
National Alliance is very active and is 
doing very good work in endeavoring to 
further the all-important matter of Equal 
Rights in Ouba. 

“In addition to the above new organi- 
zation, we have two other groups active 
in the same work of Woman’s Suffrage or 
Equal Rights, known as the ‘Partido 
Democrata Sufragista, or Democratic 
Suffrage Party, and the Partido Nacional 
Sufragista, or National Suffrage Party. 
These two latter organizations have been 
in the field for a number of years and are 
both most active.” 

Dr. Martinez writes in part: 

“Tt will certainly be a most important 
affair, not only for the enthusiasm of all 


those women who sympathize with your 
campaign for Equal Rights, but also for 
the different works that will be discussed 
and decided in the convention 

J would like you and all your friends 
who labor so intensely in behalf of women 
to understand how sorry I am to lose this 
opportunity of joining you in the just 
homage that you will render Emmeline 
Pankhurst, who so well deserves to be 
honored by all women.” 

Dorothy Evans, an English member of 
the International Advisory Council, writes 
that it is impossible for her to spare the 
time to attend, and says: 

“T should certainly have done so had it 
been at all possible, particularly because 
the question of the nationality of women 
is engaging my attention and a close con- 
tact discussion of the many knotty points 
would have been of immense help, in 
preparation for the work at The Hague 
during the convention for the Codifica- 
tion of International Law. We must cer- 
tainly unite in a campaign prior to and 
during the convention because thereby we 
have a chance to achieve definite results. 
Every international convention which lays 
down the principle of equality, even if 
it is limited to minor points, is a lever 
whereby we can raise the next—the com- 
prehensive and all-emphasizing Equal 
Rights Treaty. The success of your party 
at the Pan-American Congress has been 
of inestimable encouragement and help to 
us over here and we want to add a Euro- 
pean or, better still, a world-wide success. 

“Anything which can win us prestige at 
The Hague also will be of value in secur- 
ing the practical implementing of the 
Equal Rights Treaty when it shall have 
been concluded. 

“T am so sad to have to deny myself the 
stimulus and inspiration which I get from 
contact with your live movement, but wish 
you all a great leap forward beyond your 
dreams.” 


HILE the National Woman’s Party 
keenly regrets that Lucie Dejardin, 
Belgian member of the International Ad- 
visory Council, is unable to attend the 
convention, we are very glad of the reason 
which prevents her from being with us.. 
Mme. Dejardin was returned to the Bel- 
gian House of Representatives at the gen- 
eral election of May, 1929, and the session 
began on November 12. She is the first 
woman to be elected to the Belgian Parlia- 
ment by direct vote, the only other woman 
ever to have been a member of the Parlia- 
ment, Mme. Spaak, having been co-opted 
and not elected by the men who alone 
have the right to vote in Belgium. 
Mme. Dejardin asks that she be kept 
informed of the work of the National 
Woman’s Party, which she follows with 
the greatest interest, and requests that her 
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cordial greetings and best wishes be ex- 
tended to the members at the convention. 
Her secretary says: 

Nothing would have given her greater 
pleasure than to be able to take this oppor- 
tunity of establishing contacts with Amer- 
ican women and of collaborating in their 
magnificent endeavor to substitute Equal 
Rights for the present system of tradition- 
bound prejudices and injustice.” 

Gisela Urban, an Austrian member of 
the International Advisory Council, sends 
her regrets and most cordial wishes, and 
expresses the hope that members of the 
Woman’s Party will attend the quin- 
quennial of the International Council of 
Women to be held in Vienna, May 26 to 
June 8, 1930. 

The final action of the convention will 
be to call on President Hoover on Mon- 
day to present to him the wishes of women 
in regard to equality in nationality laws 
and international agreements. The Presi- 
dent will name the American delegates to 
the conference to be held at The Hague at 
which this important question will be con- 
sidered. 

The official program of the National 
Convention as finally adpoted by the Na- 
tional Council is as follows: 


Fripay, DecemsBer 6 
10.30 A. M. 
Meeting of the National Council, National 


2 P. M. 
Opening session of convention, Garden 
House, Dodge Hotel. 
Jane Norman Smith, chairman, Na- 
tional Council, presiding. 
State and national work for Equal 


Rights. 


British Feminists Endorse Equal Rights Treaty 


ain, on November 6, held a public 

meeting to introduce the Equal 
Rights Treaty to British women’s organi- 
zations. Delegates were invited from all 
the societies and discussion opened in or- 
der to discover any objectins and diffi- 
culties which might be in other minds. 
There was a good attendance, and a most 
valuable discussion, ending with a cordial 
and unanimous vote in support. The vote 
was taken as by individuals, not as by 
societies. The delegates will report to 
their societies. 

Lady Rhondda, chairman of the Six 
Point Group, was in the chair. She first 
introduced Vera Brittain, author and 
Feminist and vice-chairman of the Group 
Committee for International Action, who 
gave a clear and masterly account of the 
origin of the Equal Rights Treaty. She 
alluded to a letter from Lady Rhondda to 
Alice Paul, written in 1926, in which the 


T HE Six Point Group of Great Brit- 


Report of Committee on Credentials, 
Mrs. Andrew Stewart, D. C., chair- 
man. 

Report of Committee on Program, Mrs. 
Harvey Wiley, D. C., chairman. 

Report of Committee on Rules. 

Reports of national officers, chairman 
of National Council, Jane Norman 
Smith, N. Y. 

National Treasurer, Emma Wold, 
Oregon. 

National Executive Secretary, Mabel 
Vernon, Delaware. 

Congressional Committee, Maud 
Younger, California, chairman. 
Legal Research, Burnita Matthews, 

Mississippi, chairman. 

Headquarters Remodeling and Refur- 
nishing Committee, Mrs. John Win- 
ters Brannan, N. Y., chairman. 

National Committee on Radio, Mary 
Moss Wellborn, Mississippi, chair- 
man. 

Reports of State Chairmen. 7 

Reports of Chairmen of Professional 
Councils. 

Report of Equal Rights, Dora G. Ogle, 
Maryland, business manager. 


9 P. M. 

Reception at National Headquarters 
given by District of Columbia 
Branch in honor of delegates to 
National Convention. 


Sarunnar, 7 
10 A. M. —12 Noon 
Business session, Garden House, Dodge 
Hotel, Gail Laughlin, Maine, vice- 
chairman, National Council, pre- 
siding. 
International Work for Equal Rights. 
Report of Committee on International 


By Helen Archdale 
International Secretary of the Six Point 
Group 


question was asked, If the I. L. O., organ 
of the league, can frame international 
conventions placing legal disabilities upon 
women, why not international conventions 
prohibiting legal disabilities? and further 
suggesting that work to this end might be 
the right international Feminist policy. 
It may be, Vera Brittain said, that this 
was one at least, if not the one, seed of 
what through the brilliant legal mind of 
Alice Paul, became the Equal Rights 
Treaty. In 1927 the treaty was on paper, 
in correct treaty form for presentation. 
Opportunity came early in 1928 at the 
Havana Pan-American Conference. Its 
appearance and reception there are well 
know to readers of Equat Ricuts, as is 
also the second appearance at Rambouil- 
let, which Vera Brittain next described. 


Equal Rights 


Action, Doris Stevens, New York, 
chairman. 


2P. M.—4 P. M. 

Business session, Garden House, Dodge 
Hotel, Gail Laughlin, presiding. 
International Work for Equal Rights, 

(continued. ) 

Convention Regarding Nationality of 
Women to be presented to Hague 
Conference on Codification of Inter- 
national Law. 

Equal Rights Treaty. 

Affiliation of National Woman‘s Party 
with Open Door International. 

Election of National Officers. 


4.30 P. M. 
Tea at National Headquarters given by 
the Young Women’s Council. 
Christabel Pankhurst will be the guest 
of honor. 


7.30 P. M. 
International Dinner, Ball Room, Willard 
Hotel, Inez Haynes Irwin, New 


York, presiding. 


Sunpay, 8 

Memorial Meeting in honor of Emmeline 
Pankhurst, Capitol of the United 
States; Mrs. William Kent, Cali- 
fornia, presiding; Edith Houghton 


Hooker, Maryland, speaker. 


Mopar, 9 

. 12 Noon 
Equal Rights Delegation to President 
Hoover, Executive Offices, The 
White House; Mrs. Stephen Pell, 

New York, presiding. 

Members of delegation will meet at 
ies Headquarters at 11.15 


Finally she told of the visit of Six Point 
Group members to Geneva this year dur- 
ing the tenth assembly of the League of 
Nations. She described the work done 
there under the leadership of the Group’s 
international secretary, Helen Archdale, 
and its wonderful result in the promised 
support of many nations. 

Monica Whateley, Labor candidate for 
the St. Albans division, and well-known 
Feminist, followed with a witty speech, 
opening with quotations from ancient 
writings giving the physical chastisement 
deemed suitable for women. She then 
dealt with the practical work to be done 
for the treaty, making valuable sugges- 
tions as to work with the parties in the 
constituencies. 

The meeting was then opened for dis- 
cussion, which started slowly, coming only 
as questions. These questions showed 
some doubt as to the effects of such a 
treaty upon general Feminist work; would 
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it not draw off support from other valu- 
able points still to be won by the women’s 
movement? K. Margesson of the N. U. 8. 
E. C. wanted to know how would it work? 
C. Gordon of St. Joans asked the same 
question, but at the same time promised 
the support of St. Joans. Dorothy Evans 
of the W. I. L. instanced the experience 
of the National Woman’s Party who found 
that their Equal Rights Federal Amend- 
ment stimulated instead of detracting 
from State activity; she enthusiasticaliv 
welcomed the Equal Rights Treaty. 


Helen Archdale then dealt with the 
questions with the exception of ‘How 
would it work? which she left to the chair. 
She told of her impressions at Geneva, of 


the sincerity of the statesmen who prom- 


ised to support the treaty when presented 
to the Assembly. She told how all had 
taken the treaty seriously, with evident 
interest; and judged it on its own merits, 
never asking whose or what degree of sup- 
port was behind it; had agreed that it 
was the right and proper time for the 
League of Nations to announce its adher- 
ence to such an international treaty, 
affirming its belief in the equality of 
status between men and women. The view 
had been often expressed that even if not 
of either immediate or complete practical 
effect, regarded only as a gesture, it was 
the right and proper gesture to be made. 
She ended by quoting the resolution 
passed by the Institute of International 
Law at Briarcliff in which, for the first 
time, the eminent jurists attending had 
included “séx” among those things, e. g. 
race, religion, in which there should be nv 
distinction when equality of right and 
protection of law are in question. 
Madame Rama Rau, a distinguished In- 
dian woman, spoke briefly but almost 
passionately on the tremendous value the 
passing of the Equal Rights Treaty would 


be to Indian women in their own upward 
struggle. Although India herself could 
not yet sign the treaty, she assured the 
Six Point Group that all Indian women 
must support this splendid idea. 


Discussion was then resumed and now 
became keen and widespread. Mrs. 
Pethick-Lawrence of the Women’s Free- 
dom League spoke warmly in support, 
praising the courage of those who dared 
to undertake the labor of winning the 
treaty, suggesting that the apathy and 
even the opposition of women themselves 
might prove one of the greatest obstacles. 
Miss Pearson of the N. U. W. T. also 
spoke enthusiastically in support, only 
asking to be told in what practical ways 
her society could help. e. g., by resolution 
of the annual conference, by approaching 
British delegates to the Assembly, etc. 
A representative of the Council for the 
Ministry of Women cordially welcomed 
the treaty. Mrs. How Martyn of the 
Women’s Election Committee, well known 
militant, claimed that the Equal Rights 
Treaty was the outcome of the suffrage 
fight, it embodied the truth that while 
one member suffered, the whole body suf- 
fered. The famous “General” Flora Drum- 
mond spoke cordially in complete sup- 
port, auguring success from her knowl- 
edge of those who were instrumental in 
launching the treaty. She also claimed 
that the Equal Rights Treaty was the 
natural outcome of the,.suffrage fight. 
Other speakers expected more opposition 
after, rather than before, ratification; ad- 


vised concentration upon the adherence of 


Great Britain and the United States as 
their example would lead other nations to 
follow; wanted greater stress laid upon 
the abandonment of privileges rather than 
upon the attainment of rights; many re- 
peated that the Equal Rights Treaty was 
the normal result of awakened woman- 
hood; one suggested that the effect of 
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the treaty might be to restrict men, to 
draw them back to the woman’s position 
instead of the women up to the man’s; 
another wanted the title altered to Equal 
Rights and Responsibilities as women 
were apt to forget the latter in demanding 
the former. 


Winifred Holtby, novelist and journal- 
ist, then summed up, briefly answering 
some of the points, indicating methods of 
preparation for the 1930 Assembly where 
the group intended to go again and where 
it would be internationally supported by 
other societies, and ended with a witty 
appeal for funds. She was not allowed 
to ask them for money so she would just 
tell them that money was welcome and 
needed. 3 

The chairman then dealt in detail with 
the twice asked question, How would the 
Equal Rights Treaty work? She said 
that it must remove all existing inequali. 
ties, great or small, in whatever form they 
were to be found. Obvious inequalities, 
known to all, were, for instance, women 
peers out of the House of Lords, dismissal 
of women on account of marriage, dis- 
crimination against women in street 
offences, restriction under the guise of 
protection of the woman in industry, in- 
heritance laws. Replying to the state- 
ment that women wanted privileges as 
well as Equal Rights, she said, not the 
same women, a reply which delighted the 
audience. She then put the resolution: 


“This meeting having considered the 
Equal Rights Treaty is convinced that its 
adoption by a large number of States 
would serve to better the position of wom- 
en and to increase the peace and justice 
of the world.” 

It was unanimously and triumphantly 
carried. No development of the woman’s 
movement in Great Britain ever had such 
a happily auspicious inauguration. 


Unemployment Strengthens Demand for Equality 


burgh, New York, has recently been 

made by the New York Bureau of 
Women in Industry, according to an 
article appearing in the New York Sun 
on November 9. 

Lack of jobs and part-time work, due 
to complete and partial shut downs of 
plants, were shown to be working great 
hardships upon women. Their wages are 
never high, and now, in addition, they 
cannot find enough work to earn a decent 
living. Laundries, garment factories and 
paper goods plants seem to be the indus- 
tries most seriously affected by the under- 
time situation. 

Bulletin No. 143, of the New York State 
Department of Labor, published in June, 
1926, claimed that there were many more 
men than women at work in men’s cloth- 


A SURVEY of the small city of New- 


ing factories throughout the State, and 
that women’s cloak and suit shops employ 
more men than women. The same bul- 
letin states that the miscellaneous indus- 
tries in the paper group employed about 
the same number of men and women. It 
is quite probable then, that women work- 
ers in Newburgh were not working in 
factories employing only women. 

The New York Bureau of Women in 
Industry is quoted as having said that 
changes in style are one cause of the large 
amount of unemployment found among 
women workers in Newburgh. 

So many factors enter into the laying 
off of women workers that it is difficult to 
say that any one causes is responsible. 
Changes in style might have some effect 
on the garment industries, but that reason 


would hardly apply to the paper goods 


industry. It has been admitted in the 
past, even by some of the proponents of 
special labor laws for women, that where 
mer-and women work together in fac- 
tories, especially when the work inter- 
mingles, when the hours of women are 
regulated by law and the hours of their 
male co-workers are unregulated, “some 
women may lose their jobs.” “However,” 
they always add, “we are legislating for 
the majority, not for the few.” 

The opponents of special labor laws for 
women have always claimed that there 
would be much more evidence of the lay- 
ing off of women and the denial to them of 
equal opportunities with men, if these spe- 
cial labor laws were ever adequately en- 
forced. Even so, from the evidence con- 
stantly coming in from establishments 
where the 48-hour law for women is en- 
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forced, we know that that law, as well as 
the prohibition of night work law, is af- 
fecting the opportunities of women in 
New York. Very recently, an employee 
of one of the State-wide chain store sys- 
tems reported that before the passage of 
the 48-hour law for women, this chain sys- 
tem had women managers at the head of 
nearly one hundred of its stores. When 
the 48-hour law became effective, they 
were “obliged gradually to weed out these 
women and replace them with men.” 

Since this has happened in one indus- 
try, there is no reason to believe that 
where the law is observed in other indus- 
tries women workers have not been af- 
fected by it. The “protectionists,” how- 
ever, ignore this as a possible contributing 
cause of the unemployment of women. 
Where men and women are working to- 
gether in Newburgh factories, the women 
workers, with their hours regulated by 
law, are certainly working at a disadvan- 
tage and are less valuable to the employer 
since they are prohibited from working 
the same number of hours as the men 
working along side of them. Since women 
are the less desirable, when lay-offs come, 
they are the first to be laid off. 

Women workers have to save enough 
from the full-time weeks to carry the bur- 
den of support for themselves and their 
dependents during the time when they 
either are not earning anything or are 
receiving much less than their weekly 
rates. While the women suffer the loss 
incurred by a lay-off, they cannot make 
up this loss in the busy season by working 
as many hours overtime as the unre- 
stricted men. As living expenses increase, 
the woman’s pay envelope is never ade- 
quate to meet expenses, even though her 
necessities are as great or greater than 
those of the men in her trade. 


Women in T is now ten 
International years since the 
Politics inception of the 
League of Nations, 
The Woman's 
N and the signing of 
: the Treaty of Ver- 
London, England, 


sailles, with the the- 
oretie acceptance of 
sex equality; and it 
is a little more than ten years since wom- 
en in this country secured partial en- 
franchisement and the right to sit in the 
House of Commons. Surely then, it is 
time that women should take their place 
in the councils of the League on the same 
footing as men—as human beings and rep- 
resentative citizens. It was certainly in 
that spirit that Mrs. Swanwick and Mrs. 
Hamilton joined the British delegation to 
Geneva this year, and those of us who 
were privileged to hear them speak at the 
private reception which the National 
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If a man is out of work or only work 
ing part time, he can increase his earn- 
ings by working in any occupation he 
chooses, either on a day shift or a night 
shift. This right is denied to women in 
New York. 

Part time male workers or students 
earning their way through school or col- 
lege are free to work on shifts from 8 
to 12 P. M. in restaurants and other estab- 
lishments. The law in New York forbids 
women to do this. They are denied the 
opportunities enjoyed by men to increase 
their earnings in this way. 

The 48-hour law in New York provides 
that a woman may only work eight hours 
a day in factories and mercantile estab- 
lishments, but they may be permitted to 
work nine hours on some days in order 
to provide a half-holiday on one day of 
the week. It also provides for 78 hours 
of overtime throughout the year. When- 
ever an employer keeps a woman for over- 
time work, he must post a notice in his 
establishment, giving her name and the 
amount of overtime, and send a copy of 
the notice to the State Industrial Com- 
missioner. 

The Appellate Division of the Supreme 
Court has recently rendered a decision, 
extracts from which will appear in Equal 
Rights later, declaring that the part of 
the 48-hour law for women which provides 
for a longer working day in order to give 
a half-holiday on one day of the week is 
unconstitutional. Speeches made by rep- 
resentatives of the State Labor Depart- 
ment before various women’s groups, indi- 
cate that there will be an attempt on the 
part of the men’s labor unions, the State 
Department of Labor and the welfare 
workers to amend the 48-hour law by tak- 
ing away the 78 hours overtime and mak- 
ing the law a straight 8-hour law. This at 


Press Comment 


Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship 
held in their honor last week were con- 
vinced that they each represented far more 
than “the woman’s point of view” in the 
narrow sense of the word. While there 
may be other women as splendidly repre- 
sentative, there is no doubt that the two 
British women members of this year’s As- 
sembly were as well fitted as any could 
be to justify our claim for a full share in 
all the many aspects of the League’s work 
and responsibilities. 

Unfortunately, the general attitude at 
Geneva towards any woman who has the 
courage—one would almost thing it were 
audacity — to address such an interna- 
tional gathering is one of wonderment. 
As any who have attended the public ses- 
sions know, many of the men delegates 
are obviously amazed when some of the 
women rise to speak. That ridiculous at- 
titude, which places the women at such a 


Equal Rights 


a time when in Newburgh and other cities 
women are suffering from unemployment 
and when the President of the United 
States is calling together representatives 
of agriculture, industry and labor, in an 
endeavor to avert a serious country-wide 
unemployment situation. 

Recently the Hotel Alamac in New York 
was reported to have engaged a number 
of women bellhops. Within a week the 
newspapers stated that the male bellhops 
in the New York hotels threatened to go 
on strike unless these women were dis- 
missed at once. They were dismissed, 
it is said. 

Women workers are finding it difficult 
enough to find work without the addi- 
tional handicap of special labor laws. The 
members of the Industrial Council of the 
National Woman’s Party opposed the pas- 
sage of a 48-hour law for women in New 
York. It was largely due to the opposi- 
tion of women wage-earners that a com- 
promise law was passed and a rigid 8-hour 
law rejected. They will oppose just as 
vigorously any attempt to amend the law 
in order to make it more rigid. As the 
law stands now, it applies only to women 
workers in factories and mercantile estab- 
lishments. Unless there is opposition 
from the women concerned, it will be only 
a question of time before the “protection- 
ists” will add a further amendment—one 
to apply to women in “any business office.” 
Such a bill was introduced in the New 
York Legislature during the last session 
by Assemblyman Roulier. | 

With the growing number of organiza- 
tions of wage-earning women on record 
against such legislation, we can see a 
united opposition to any further attempt 
to regulate the hours of labor of wage- 
earning women in New York by law. 


tremendous disadvantage, can best and 
perhaps only be combatted by the presence 
of women as patently competent as Mrs. 
Swanwick and Mrs. Hamilton. Their at- 
tendance and undoubted success at 
Geneva this summer will encourage, we 
hope, other countries that so far have not 
done so, in future to include representa- 
tive women in their delegations, for the 
number of women at the Assembly is still 
miserably small. The example alone of 
other countries will not be sufficient, how- 
ever, to bring them all into line: their 
own women must exert their full influence 
on their defaulting governments, and 
press for the appointment of women in 
the delegations. He 
Many who have not realized the full 
meaning of the woman’s movement con- 
sider the continual demand of women for 
representation by their own sex to be 
weak, in that it acknowledges a distine- 
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tion between the sexes which at the same 
time is claimed to be absent. It certainly 
is as humans and as citizens, and not just 
as women, that women wish to be present 
at the League, and as such to share in all 
its deliberations. But as the world is still 
suffering from being “man-made,” there 
are problems which both particularly at- 
fect women and also towards the right 
solution of which women’s special experi- 
ence—accentuated by the “man-madeness” 
of the world—can largely contribute. 
Women delegates, therefore, have double 
responsibilities, and that these are under- 
taken ungrudgingly was fully evidenced 
by what Mrs. Swanwick told us of her 
efforts in connection with a number of 
special matters on which she was asked 
to take action by a representative confer- 
ence of women’s organizations held to- 
wards the end of July. It is still very 
necessary for a most watchful eye to be 
kept on the activities of the League and 
its organization to see that the fullest 
interpretation of its covenant is given in 


Women Win Economics Awards 


OTH first prizes and one of the three 
honorable mentions in the 1929 Hart 
Schaffner and Marx economics essay con- 
test were won by women. The first prize 
of $1,000 in Class A was awarded to Caro- 
line F. Ware, A. B., Vassar College, 1920; 
A.M., Radcliffe College, 1924; Ph.D., Rad- 
cliffe, 1925; now assistant e of 
history at Vassar, for her essay on The 
Early History of the Cotton Manufacture 
in New England.“ 


The first prize of $300 in Class B was 
won by Jean Carol Trepp, Wellesley Col- 
lege, 1929, for a study entitled “Trade- 
Union Interest in Production.” 

Honorable mention in Class A went to 
Elizabeth L. Waterman, A.B., Barnard 
College, 1924; A.M. Radcliffe College, 
1925; Ph.D., Radcliffe, 1929; now secre- 
tary of the Committee on Economic Re- 
search of Harvard University and grad- 
uate advisor in economics at Radcliffe, for 
her study entitled “Wages and Standards 
of Living of English Labor, 1700-1790.” 

Both men and women entered the con- 
test. 


Turkish Women Win Partial Suffrage 


URKISH women have won the right 

to vote in municipal elections and to 
hold municipal offices and are jubilant 
over this preliminary victory in their 
fight for complete emancipation. 

The existing law which reserved the 
vote to men has been modified most gal- 
lantly by the parliamentary committee, 
It not only includés women but puts them 
first, saying, Every Turkish woman or 
man has the right to eleet or be elected in 
municipal elections.” 

— 


the matter of equal status and oppor- 
As 


tunity as between men and women, 
in the suffrage days, however, we believe 
this to be a “common Cause,” and that 
wherever the League is able to assist to- 
wards the attainment of the world peace 
we all desire that help can be completely 


effective only if carried out with the full 


co-operation of women. 


HE temperament 

Rights Treaty of the British 

Tid ublic being what 

fe is, the 
London, England, 


of a new idea in 
this country rarely 
presents a dramatic 
spectacle. But there was a certain ele- 
ment of drama in the public meeting sum- 
moned last week by the Six Point Group 
in London to discuss the proposal of an 
Equal Rights Treaty. The project of 
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carrying feminism into the international 


world follows the general tendency of 
modern politics. The growing use of 


Feminist Notes 


What Is Efficiency? 
ECAUSE they want “more efficiency,” 
the Royal Mail Packet Company, a 
large London firm, is getting rid of all 
its women workers and going back to an 
all male regime. 

“The women employees are given’ twelve 
months in which to look for other jobs. 
The company evidently realizes that wom- 
en must work as well as men, but isn’t 
going to do anything about it. 


Another Tradition Wrecked! 
HE male of the species is more hesi- 
tant than the female—at least about 
telling their ages, if we can believe the 
statements of Molly Pfeffer, deputy county 
clerk, and Norma Krueger, secretary to 
the county clerk at Appleton, Wisconsin. 
Men hesitate, stutter, stammer, and 
shift about before they finally tell how 
old they are when applying for marriage 
licenses, the clerks say. They hate to 
admit that they are older than their pros- 
pective brides and they hate to admit they 
are younger. One young man two years 
the junior of his intended, told a white 
lie, which might be attributed to chivalry 
or to something else, and added several 
years to his age. Later he came back 


alone to make his confession and asked 


that a change be made on the record. 


“The old belief that women are shy in 


stating their ages,“ says the Misses Pfeffer 
and Grueger, “is passé, If anyone doesn’t 
believe us they have only to stay around 
here a day or two and listen in on the 
conversation when a couple makes appli- 
cation for a license.” 

They should know, for they issue prac- 


ically all the marriage licenses issued in 
their county. 
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Geneva as a clearing-house of political 
ideas, as well as an instrument for the 
wider exercise of international democracy, 
is one of the most significant features o 
the post-war world. The second Rhod 
Memorial address delivered by General 
Smuts on the following Saturday at Ox- 
ford bore out the contention of the sup- 
porters of the treaty. Those who live 
under a world order cannot afford to act 
as though their universe were bordered 
by the parish council. The growing reali- 
zation that those influences which keep 
women in a position of inequality and 
non-adult status have passed the boun- 
daries of the national state, has driven 
Feminists to take what may prove to be 
the second great step forward in the 
women’s movement. The first was the de- 
mand for political enfranchisement, made 
in the pre-war world of national sovereign- 
ty. The second is the demand for Equal 
Rights—economic, social, legal and politi- 
cal rights—made in the post-war world of 
international action. 


Women's Air League 


HE Forum Club in London has re- 
cently formed, for the first time in 
England, an Air League composed of 
women interested in aviation. The group 
now consists of 106 enthusiastic members. 
Some are already experienced pilots while 
others have yet to take their first lessons 
in flying. Lady Bailey is the president. 
The Air Minister, Lord Thomson, was 
guest of honor at the recent inaugural 


dinner and several famous airmen at- 
tended. 


Miss Williams, who has been largely 
responsible for forming the group, says, 
“Aviation must be accepted as dn every: 
day affair. Both men and women have to 
be familiar with it. Our object is to edu. 
cate women to look upon flying as some- 
thing perfectly ordinary and well within 
their grasp. We are not going to be con- 
tent with flying mothers. We are form- 
ing a young Air Leaguers’ group so that 
children may grow up with an air- minded: 
ness which will be natural instead of man: 
ufactured, as it has been with ourselves.“ 


On Art Jad 


RACE G. HAUPT of Phildabiphia 
has been appointed secretary of the 
Art Jury of that city. She was for three 
years the aide of Andrew Wright Craw: 
ford, the former secretary, whom she suc: 
ceeds. | | 
The Art Jury passes on all plans for 
the erection of buildings by the city, on 
all works of art offered as gifts to the city 
before their acceptance, and on all de- 
signs for fountains, bridges, statues, an 
other adorments for the eity and | 


— 
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News from the Field 


AYMOND OLAPPER, head of the 
Washngton Bureau of the United 
Press, will be the next speaker on 
the National Woman's Party's coast-to- 
coast radio hook-up. He will speak on 
December 11 at 5 to 5.15 P. M. on “The 
Growing Importance of Women in the 
News.” 

Mrs. William Kent of California spoke 
on December 4 on “International Work 
of American Women.” A tea was given 
in her honor at Alva Belmont House in 
Washington, Woman’s Party headquar- 
ters, that day. 


Correspondence 


Westminster S. W. 1, 
November 5, 1929. 


Dear Miss Vernon: 

We are very much interested to hear 
that you are holding a meeting in com- 
memoration of Mrs. Pankhurst in Decem- 
ber. Mrs. Archdale telephoned that you 
would like to have a W. S. P. U. flag for 
use on that occasion, and we will try to 
get you one and send it in good time, but 
we should be glad if you would return it, 
as there are not many of these old flags 
available and we want as many as we can 
get for the unveiling ceremony. This, 
wa hope, will take place early in March. 
We had planned it originally for the au- 
tumn, but the casting of the statue is a 
much longer business than we had antici- 
pated, and will not be finished until after 
Christmas. We are having the unveiling 
ceremony in the morning, making quite an 


affair of it with a band, a choir and 
speeches. In the afternoon there is to be 
a short ceremony at the grave in Bromp- 
lin Cemetery when the very beautiful 
tombstone will be ready. This is the work 
of Miss Allan, a very distinguished 
sculptor, some of whose work has been 
acquired for the nation and is on exhibi- 
tion at the Tate Gallery. 

We have been very successful in securing 
the money for the memorial, and we now 
have a sum well over the amount original- 
ly asked for. We are finding, however, 
that there are a great many expenses we 
had not anticipated, for example, the cost 
of the plinth and the laying out of the 
ground around the statue and £160 to be 
paid down for its perpetual upkeep, so 
that to completely cover this we want 
£200 more. 


It occurred to the committee that per- 
haps the National Woman’s Party would 
like to include as part of their special 
celebration of the work of our great leader 
the raising of a sum as a special gift to- 
ward this extra amount and so identify 
themselves still further with the memo- 
rial. As you know, we do not regard the 
memorial as a specially British one, but 
as a recognition of the world of Mrs. 
Pankhurst's work for the freedom of 
women, and indeed we have had contribu- 
tions from all parts of the world, includ- 
ing one from the women of Japan. Of 
course the Woman’s Party will be repre- 
sented at the unveiling and we hope a 
good many of your members will be pres- 


West, Prof. Winifred Cullis, 


A facsimile of the Christmas Card that fill announre to your 
friend your gift of a subscription for Equal Rights. Order at 
once. Three subscriptions for the price of tio. 


Throughout all the coming year you will 


Gqual Rights 

the enjoyment of each nefo issue 
bring to your mind fresh thoughts 

of my lasting good frishes. 


rerethe 


Bonor's Name 


ent. Tickets will be sent to them if they 
apply to Mrs. Marshall. : 
With best wishes for the success of 
your commemoration. 
Yours sinserely, 
BARRHrr. 
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